Prayer Update From Israel (October 16, 2012)
HOPE AND A FUTURE!
“I set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and the
earth” (Genesis 9:13: See Torah Portion: Noach below)

Rainbow coming down into the valley separating the ancient borders of Judah and
Benjamin in Jerusalem, a valley which Jeremiah 31:40 prophesied will one day be
“Holy to the LORD.”
1.

PRESENT GOVERNMENT TO COME TO AN END; ISRAEL TO GO TO
EARLY ELECTIONS IN JANUARY.

This week Prime Minister Netanyahu, after failing to come to a consensus among his
coalition members regarding next year’s budget, decided to dissolve the present
government and go to early elections. With the present financial crisis around the world,
the Prime Minister evidently felt that the austerity measures he feels may be necessary
might best be implemented and his own position remain secure, with the support of a
different government. The date for new elections has been set for January 22,
2013. Polls show that were things to remain as they are at present, Mr. Netanyahu would
almost certainly be easily returned to office, although with a very different coalition than
that which he has had to juggle for the past three years. With the looming uncertainties in
the region and a strong possibility of regional conflict within the next six months, most
Israelis are satisfied that Mr. Netanyahu is the most stable and reliable leader to have in
power. But such circumstances and sentiments can change quickly.
PLEASE PRAY:
*That God’s redemptive purposes over Israel will protect her during the coming
three months of a weakened interim government (Psalm 25:22).
*That the One upon whose shoulders all government rests (Isaiah 9:6) will raise up
and set in place a strong Israeli government which will be able to lead the nation
through the dangerous years before us.

*That any major conflict with Hezbollah, Syria or Iran will be held back until the
government of God’s choosing is in place.
*That Benjamin Netanyahu will stay in his positioning as Israel’s Prime Minister as
long as he has been divinely ordained to do so. That he will be granted integrity,
courage, humility and the fear of the Lord during the coming months of leadership
before the election.

2. “WARNING FROM ABOVE”
This was the title of an Oct 7th “analysis” in ynetnews.com regarding a mysterious drone
aircraft shot down by Israeli aircraft on October 6th. It is said to be the first time in over
six years that a foreign aircraft has penetrated Israeli airspace. Israel reportedly detected
the drone while it was out in the Mediterranean Sea, scrambled its jets and tracked it as it
entered Israel, following until it had passed over populated areas into a remote desert area
before blowing it up. Israel is still gathering and examining the debris. It is thought to be
Iranian-made and launched from Hezbollah in Lebanon. Both Hezbollah and Iran have
claimed it as their doing and that it gathered all sorts of information. It is not known how
sophisticated its surveillance instruments may have been or what may have been beamed
back to its controllers while it was active. Still, it is worrisome that it evidently sailed
undetected along the coast and was allowed to penetrate not far from Israel’s Dimona
nuclear site before being downed.
PLEASE PRAY:
*That Israel will humble herself and take this intrusion as a “warning from
above”—that she will discover where her weaknesses and vulnerabilities are and
rectify them.
* “My God, I trust in You; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies triumph over
me. No one who trusts in you will ever be put to shame. Those who are treacherous
without cause will be put to shame” (Psalm 25:2-3).
* “Elohim is our refuge and strength, a very present help in troubles; the LORD of
Armies is with us, a refuge for us is the God of Jacob!” (Psalm 46:1, 11).
THIS WEEK’S TORAH PORTION:
From ancient times there has been a weekly portion (Parashah) from the first five
books of Moses (The Torah) and an ending (Haftarah) from the Prophets read on the
Sabbath in synagogues around the world. This portion is given a Hebrew name drawn
from the opening words of the Torah passage. An illustration of this practice appears
to have been recorded in Luke 4:16 where Yeshua (Jesus) arrived in the synagogue in
Nazareth and was asked to read the portion (Isaiah 61) from the Prophets. We have
found that in perusing these weekly readings, not only are we provided opportunity to
identify in the context of God’s Word with millions of Jewish people around the world,
but very often the Holy Spirit will illumine specific passages pertinent that week in our
intercession for the Land and people of Israel. All texts are those of English
translations of the Scriptures.
TORAH: Genesis 6:9—11:32
HAFTARAH : Isaiah 54:1—55:5
Torah

The readings for this week are called Noach (Noah)—whose name is related to rest,
calm, comfort, and consolation.

Rainbow over the Mount of Olives upon which the Lord’s feet will stand
upon His return (Zechariah 14:4)
“But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be” (Matt.
24:37).
*Genesis 6:9. “Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations; Noah walked with
God.”
“Perfect” is an adjectival form of the word translated “integrity” in Psalm 25:21: “Let
integrity and uprightness guard me for I wait for you” (NKJV).
*Genesis 6:11-13. “Now the earth had gone to ruin before God, the earth was filled
with wrongdoing. God saw the earth, and here: it had gone to ruin, for all flesh had
ruined its way upon the earth. God said to Noah: An end of all flesh has come
before me, for the earth is filled with wrongdoing through them: here, I am about to
bring ruin upon them, along with the earth” (Everett Fox translation; emphases
ours).
Flesh, given its lead, brings ruin and destruction. In the New Covenant Yeshua
prophesied that in latter days, it will again be “as it was in the days of Noah”. Zechariah
2:11-13 instructs us that in those days, as Messiah draws near to “again take possession
of Judah and to choose Jerusalem”, and the LORD is “aroused from His holy habitation”,
it will be imperative for Believers that they (as did Noah) say “HUSH” (Hebrew: Hass!
Vs. 13) to the flesh. Either we crucify it in the power of the Holy Spirit, or it will, as in
the days of Noah, be our ruin.
*Genesis 6:14. “Make yourself an ark of gopher wood; make rooms [or nests] in the
ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch.” The English word “ark” is used here
for Hebrew teva which means a box or case (the word is used for ‘mailbox’ in Israel
today). It is the same as that used to shelter the baby Moses in Exodus 2:3 (The “Ark of
the Covenant” uses a different Hebrew word).

There is much redemption pictured here. The very word translated “cover” and “pitch”
(kopher) is identical with the word for atonement. The apostle Peter pictures the ark as a
type of our salvation in Yeshua, our consciences being baptized through His death and
resurrection (I Peter 3:18-22).
*Genesis 7:4. “For after seven more days, I will cause it to rain on the earth…”
It is God who “causes it to rain on the earth”. As mentioned last week, we have now
entered into the time of the “Former Rains” in Israel (these come in the fall and winter,
the “Latter Rains” come in spring). PLEASE PRAY that God will have mercy upon
Israel and, as He did in Noah’s day, open the windows of heaven—not for judgment but
in mercy. As we have often mentioned, Isaiah 41:17-20 speaks of a time when Israel will
cry out for water and be heard by her God—Who will do creative works to release water
in unexpected places to the end “that they may see and know, and consider and
understand together, that the hand of the LORD has done this, and the Holy One of Israel
has created it.”
*Genesis 7:15. “They (the animals) came to Noah into the ark…of all flesh in which
is the spirit of life”.
*Genesis 9:4a. “Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you
all. I have given you all things, even as the green herbs (NKJV). God is the One who
has now “given” humankind meat to eat, as well as plants. We are to honor each man’s
conscience before God with regard to personal decisions to eat or not eat meat. However,
it is difficult to reconcile with this Scripture the teachings of some who hold that God’s
ideal for humankind today is the meatless sustenance afforded them in Eden and before
the Flood.
*Genesis 9:4b.

“But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.”

The literal word for “life” in Hebrew is chaim. Yet here, the word nephesh—“soul” is
used—“But you shall not eat flesh with its soul, that is, its blood.”
This will be reiterated in Leviticus 17:13-14, “Whatever man of the children of Israel, or
of the strangers who dwell among you, who hunts and catches any animal or bird that
may be eaten, he shall pour out its blood and cover it with dust; for it is the soul of all
flesh. Its blood sustains its soul. Therefore I said to the children of Israel, ‘You shall not
eat the blood of any flesh, for the soul of all flesh is its blood.”
In Genesis 2:7, “The LORD God formed man of the dust of the earth and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life [i.e. chaim], and man became a living soul [i.e. nephesh].”
When Cain murdered Abel, the “voice of [his] brothers blood cried out” to God from the
ground.
The soul that sins must die, and all have sinned…so death reigns in the very blood-line of
all children of Adam. Except One. The Blood of the virgin-born Savior, the “Second
Adam”, Yeshua, was pure and without sin (Hebrews 4:15). Thus, it could “sprinkle
many nations” (Isaiah 52:15) with a “sprinkling that speaks better things than that of

Abel (Hebrews 12:24). God made “His soul an offering for sin” (53:10)—and with the
shedding of His blood, “He poured out His soul (nephesh) unto death” and “bore the sin
of many” (53:12).
*Genesis 10:25. “To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, for in
his days the earth was divided…” The word may mean “split apart”, “broken away into
sections.” Some have suggested that this may actually allude to a period in which at least
some of the continental shiftings discernible on modern-day maps took place. Which
might explain why for instance the four rivers branching out from the large one coming
out of Eden (Genesis 2:10-14) no longer appear to be in that same relation to each other.
Haftarah
This week’s reading from the prophet Isaiah is filled with God’s heart and merciful
plan for His people. Ask God to use these verses to help in your prayers. Pray that
they will be quickened with divine revelation in the souls of those who hear them
read in synagogues this weekend! Pray that Israel will know that she is loved, that
she will be convicted of her sin and need for a Redeemer, that she will understand
that the LORD Himself is her only Redeemer, and that her righteousness comes
from Him!
*Isaiah 54:5. “For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts is His name; and
your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel; He is called the God of the whole
earth.” The God of all the earth has sovereignly chosen to identify Himself with the
name He gave to his servant Jacob—Israel. Nations or religions which will not humble
themselves to acknowledge this “identification” will find themselves standing against the
very God of all nations and the universe itself.
*Isaiah 54:7-8. “ ‘For a mere moment I have forsaken you, but with great mercies I
will gather you. With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a moment; but with
everlasting kindness I will have mercy on you,’ says the LORD, your Redeemer.”
*Isaiah 54:13-15. “All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall be
the peace of your children. In righteousness you shall be established; You shall be far
from oppression, for you shall not fear; and from terror, for it shall not come near
you. Indeed they shall surely assemble, but not because of Me, whoever assembles
against you shall fall for your sake.”
*Isaiah 54:17. “ ‘No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue
which rises against you in judgment You shall condemn. This is the heritage of the
servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is from Me,’ says the LORD.”
*Isaiah 55:1-3. “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no
money, come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without
price. Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does
not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself
in abundance. Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live; and I
will make an everlasting covenant with you—the sure mercies of David.”

Martin and Norma Sarvis
Jerusalem
[The readings for next week (21-27 October) will be called Lech Lecha. TORAH:
Genesis 12:1—17:27; HAFTARAH: Isaiah 40:27—41:16]
You may give to our work in Israel by donating online (click HERE and add Sarvis
Support in the comment line) or by calling 1-888-965-1099 or 1-940-382-7231.

